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To what extend the Atlantic Wall can be 
an asset to the European integration 

process?

The Atlantic Wall to Foster 
European values?

Today, the EU facing 
nationalist rise and identity 
crisis while trying to 
implement memory policies 
to strengthen shared values



Research methodology



Symbol of the occupation: military defeat, 

forced labour, collaboration...

General will to forget

Post-war destructions

Very few preservation policies

A transnational monument 
with a local memory
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Local actions taken since the 90s; more 
and more common since 2010s. 

Projects are run by individuals, 
associations or local authorities - rarely 
with national or EU support

- To preserve local memory of the war
- To teach about the war
- To develop tourism 
- To protect the bats 

The bottom-up actions
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A vehicle for common values 

A factor for the creation of a 
sense of belonging

European identity cannot exist if 
the European citizens are not 
involved

The Atlantic Wall,                   
a European Heritage?

Heritage politics in 
the EU and the 
Atlantic Wall
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The Atlantic wall needs strong local roots to develop its European dimension 

Cooperation between preservation projects is necessary

AWE network and the European Bunker Day link together locally established 
projects and promote European values

Conclusion
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